[bookmark: _GoBack]National Journal of Life and Health Sciences (NJLHS)
Reviewer Guidelines
Purpose of Peer Review
The National Journal of Life and Health Sciences (NJLHS) follows a double-blind peer-review process to ensure manuscripts are evaluated objectively, fairly, and independently. Reviewers play a vital role in maintaining scientific quality, originality, ethical standards, and research integrity.
Responsibilities of Reviewers
Evaluate manuscripts objectively and impartially.
Maintain strict confidentiality.
Declare any actual or potential conflict of interest.
Complete reviews within the assigned timeline.
Provide constructive, evidence-based comments.
Identify plagiarism, duplicate publication, fabrication, falsification, image manipulation, and ethical concerns.
Review Criteria
Originality and relevance.
Scientific quality and methodology.
Ethical compliance.
Presentation and language.
Validity of conclusions.
Reviewer Recommendations
Accept
Minor Revision
Major Revision
Reject
Confidentiality
Do not share manuscripts.
Do not use unpublished information.
Destroy manuscript files after review.
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
Reviewers must not upload confidential manuscripts to public AI platforms. Any AI-assisted language support must preserve confidentiality, and reviewers remain fully responsible for the review.
Conflict of Interest
Financial interests.
Academic collaboration within the last three years.
Institutional affiliation with authors.
Personal relationships.
Academic competition.
Reviewer Independence
Editors should assign independent reviewers from different institutions whenever possible. Any unavoidable overlap should be documented.
Reviewer Ethics
Respect diversity.
Avoid discriminatory remarks.
Base decisions solely on scientific merit.
Maintain professionalism.
Review Timeline
Invitation response: Within 5 days.
Review completion: Within 21 days.
Re-review: Within 10 days.
Editorial Decision
The final publication decision rests with the Editor-in-Chief after considering reviewer comments, scientific merit, and ethical compliance.
Reviewer Recognition
Annual reviewer certificates.
Acknowledgement list.
Outstanding Reviewer Awards.
Reviewer database recognition.
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